
St. Leo’s Parish 

Jan. 7, 2024 

Sunday Eucharist 

Saturday Evening      Sunday Morning        
        5 p.m.                            8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 

      

Sacrament of   

Reconciliation 
Saturday  

4-4:30 p.m. or  
by appointment 

Baptism  

Preparation 
Call Jen Golka  

to Register 
 

Marriage 

Preparation 
By appointment  

at least 4 months  
in advance 

Mission Statement: (8/29/2006)  
As a Vatican II Church, we strive to provide uplifting experiences where   
people gather to be nourished, to be given new hope, to be challenged by  
the Gospel and to be reenergized so that they can return to the world to 
fulfill Jesus' mission of loving God and loving humankind. 

Fr. Don Buhrman, Pastor  
   frbuhrman@saintleos.org      ext. 11 
Deacon Bill Buchta 
  wbuchta@gidiocese.org 

Readings for the Week  

Parish Staff 

Sue Kohles, Office Manager  
   office@saintleos.org                                          ext. 10 
 

Kristen Schutte, Music Ministry Coordinator  
   kristen@saintleos.org                                          ext. 12 
 

Jami Kusek, Assistant Music Ministry 
  jami@saintleos.org                  402-300-8023 
 

Peachis Amadou, Community Outreach 
   Outreach@saintleos.org                                   e xt. 13 
 

Colleen Gallion, Media & Publications 
   publications@saintleos.org                                 ext.  20 
 

Jenny Golka, Children & Family Ministr ies 
   childrenandfamily@saintleos.org       ext. 14 
 

Rita Hemmer, Youth/Young Adult Ministry  
    rita@saintleos.org                                                ext. 18  
 

Martin Irvine, Maintenance    
   maintenance@saintleos.org  

Epiphany of the Lord  

Welcome to St. Leo’s!  
If you are a visitor for the day,  

we pray God’s speed on your journey.  
If you are looking for a parish community,  

we would welcome you into our family.  
Please call the office at 382-4753  

or to register visit our web site   
http://saintleos.org  

   Parish Clergy 

308-382-4753 
2410 South Blaine  

Grand Island NE 68801    
http://www.saintleos.org                 

Monday: The Baptism of the Lord 

Is 42:1-4, 6-7, Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10,  Mk 1:7-11  

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20, 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd, Mk 

1:21-28  

Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20, 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 

10, Mk 1:29-39  

Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11, 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25, Mk 1:40-

45  

Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a, 89:16-17, 18-19, Mk 2:1-12  

Saturday:  1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1, 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, Mk 

2:13-17  

Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19, Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10, 1 Cor 

6:13c-15a, 17-20, Jn 1:35-42  

The Kingdom of God 
will be given to a peo-
ple that will produce its 

fruit 

Daily Mass 9 a.m.       Holy Days 9 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. 

https://tiny.one/stleosyoutube
https://www.facebook.com/saintleos.org
https://www.instagram.com/stleosgi/


  FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:  
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     Last weekend I wore a mask because I thought I had a cold and I wanted to 
demonstrate an appropriate way to participate in Mass even when feeling 
infirmed. I used the hand sanitizer numerous times. As it turns out, I tested 
positive for Covid on Sunday afternoon and have been in the 5 day isolations 
protocol and on meds. I don’t feel any worse than if I had a bad cold. Therefore 
my recommendation is, if you feel like you are catching a cold do one of two 
things: either mask up for the protection of others OR get tested for Covid. It is 
now cold and flu season, therefore, mask up and use the sanitizer often. If you 
have symptoms, DO NOT drink from the chalice at communion. You receive the 

fullness of grace from the Body alone.  
     I am gone this week to Chicago for the last of my classes on Spiritual Direction. I think it has 
been helpful for me but I admit I am glad to not have to leave the parish three times a year for this 
reason. Please take care of each other and I know you will offer good hospitality to the Fathers 
and Bishops who will pray with you and our guests. God bless you. 

Fr. Don Buhrman 

 

Parish Council 

Linda Hamik-Chair, Jim Brisnehan, Heather Gearhart,  Amy 
Haney, Dr. Bill Kusek, Ashley Ruble, Andy Wede, Taylor 

Olsen-Vice Chair, David McDonald 

The next regular scheduled Parish Council meeting will be 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2024, in the Knights of 

Columbus room of the Parish Hall. 

 

Pray for Vocations! 

 PROMPTS FOR FAITH-SHARING:  

  Jan. 7 , 2024,  Epiphany of the Lord 

     *  The magi come looking for Jesus, but they start by 
looking in the  wrong place. When might your expecta-
tions be keeping you from seeing the fullness of God’s 
work? 

     *Herod’s wickedness has him clinging fast to power. 
What is a place in your life where you might need to let 
go of some power or control?  

     *The magi finally encounter Jesus not in the palace 
they expected but just in a house. When have you en-
countered God in a surprising place?  

Traveling Crucifix for Vocations 
Please consider signing up for the 
Traveling Crucifix for Vocations. There is a 
sign up sheet in the three ring binder on 
the vocations table in the hallway. Please 
take the time to sign up & renew our 
process of specifically praying for 
vocations. Prayer is a Powerful Tool!  

Pray for Vocations 
 “For out of you shall come forth a ruler 
who will shepherd My people.” Is Christ 
calling you forth out of your comfort 
zone to serve Him in others as a sister, brother or 
priest? Talk to Fr. Don or reach out to   
Fr. Neal Hock at the Vocation Office at 308-234-1539 
or email: vocations@gidiocese.org 

Interested in attending 
Steubenville of the Rockies? 

 



   
 
 
     

          

      Sunday, Jan. 7 ~Epiphany of the Lord~  

       8:00 am Mass Intention: Parish Community 

     10:30 am  Mass Intention: Diane Rathjen+ 

                                  By: Kevin & Kam Rathjen 

         
  Monday, Jan. 8 ~Baptism of the Lord~ 

        9:00 am    Mass Intention: Al Nabity+ 

                                  By: Beata Nabity 
        9:30 am    Yoga 
        6:30 pm    Baptism Class 
 
                                         

     Tuesday, Jan. 9 
         9:00 am   Mass Intention:  Roy Rempe+ 

                                 By:  Patricia Rempe 

       11:30 am   Golden Gems 

         4:00 pm  Liturgy Committee 

         5:30 pm  AA 
          
     Wednesday, Jan. 10  
           9:00 am  Mass Intention:  Ken Kalvoda+ 
                                 By: Dcn Bill & Nancy Buchta 
         9:30 am  Yoga 
         7:00 pm  Empower Youth 
         7:00 pm  Ladies of Leos 

  
     Thursday, Jan. 11  
         9:00 am   Communion Service (No Mass) 

          9:30 am   Women of Faith Sharing 

          1:00 pm   Prayer Shawl 

          6:30 pm   Music Ministry 
                 

      Friday,  Jan. 12  

         9:00 am   Mass Intention: Ron Miller+ 

                                By: Ann Miller 

        10:00 am    Al Anon 
       
                             

       Saturday,  Jan. 13  

       4:00 pm    Reconciliation  

       5:00 pm    Mass Intention:  Sara Towey+ 

                                 By:  Dcn Bill & Nancy Buchta 
 
       

 

      Sunday, Jan.14  

        8:00 am   Mass Intention:  Sr Rita Kolbet 

                                 By: Dcn Bill & Nancy Buchta 

      10:30 am  Mass Intention: Parish Community 

      11:30 am   First Reconciliation Retreat #2 

        2:00 pm  “The Chosen” Movie Matinee 

                                  

This Week at St. Leo’s The 31 Club 
The 31 Club promotes praying for our current  

seminarians, priests and nuns. The 31 Club fosters and 
promotes vocations to ministerial priesthood in the 

Catholic Church as a particular vocation to service and 
supports our priests and seminarians as well as 

consecrated religious life.  
                One day a month.                

  
 
 

   Jan. 7—Marv & Dorothy Rief 
   Jan. 8—Paula Riesberg 
   Jan. 9—Brenda Riley, Judy Roscoe 
 Jan. 10—Cheri Schmidt 
 Jan. 11—Beata Nabity 
 Jan. 12—Rose Ann Sindelar 
 Jan. 13—Dee Hanssen and GICC School 
 Jan. 14—Colleen Todd 
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Tithing 
Last Week’s Offertory  

         Regular Collection                  $16,583.52 
         Plate/Youth                                 $     385.30      
         Online                                        $  3,904.00 
                                                    $20,872.82 

Estimated Weekly Budget for Dec. $31,083   

     Rest In Peace to those who have died recently 
including Charlotte O’Curran, sister of parishioner 
Cheryl O’Curran and Corwin Roscoe, brother of pa-
rishioner Wendell Roscoe. If you know of a former 
parishioner or a family member of a current parishioner 
that has died and you have the permission 
to publish this information, please let us 
know and we will include it in the most re-
cent  bulletin so others may pray for the de-
ceased and offer consolation to their family.          
     Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, 
and may the perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace.        ~Amen         

St. Leo's Parish scholarship 
to be awarded in March 2024 
     St. Leo's Parish Community will award $1000.00 schol-
arships to three St. Leo’s high school seniors based on their 
involvement and contribution to their parish, community and 
school.   
     The scholarship application for the class of 2024 began 
on November 24, 2023, and will close on January 31, 2024. 
A three member panel of volunteer parish members evaluate 
and determine our recipients. Three (3) $1000.00 scholar-
ships will be awarded in March 2024.   
     Applications are available at local high school 
guidance counselor’s offices, the youth bulletin board in the 
parish gathering area or online at http://www.saintleos.org/st
-leos-scholarship.html 

The Golden Gems monthly 
potluck will be Tuesday, 

Jan. 9. A soup and sandwich 
lunch will begin at Noon. 

Arrive at 11:30 a.m. for blood pressure checks 
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Saturday, Jan. 13, 5:00pm  

 
Sunday, Jan. 14, 8:00 AM  

 
Sunday, Jan. 14, 10:30 AM 

 

Lector Bethany Schock Cheri Schmidt Ed Jarmer 

Commentator Kathy McFarland Norma Gauthier Karen Cox 

Communion Minister 

Presiding Priest– Body 1 

Dcn Bill Buchta (sub request-

ed)—Body 2 

Jeanette Krajewski—Body 3 

NEED A VOLUNTEER– Blood 1 

NEED A VOLUNTEER– Blood 2 

Sr. Carlene Headrick-Blood 3  

Julie Fiala—Blood 1 

Vince Fiala–Blood 2 

NEED A VOLUNTEER - Blood 3 

Presiding Priest– Body 1 

Dcn Bill Buchta (sub requested)- 

Body 2 

Robert Allen- Body 3 

Chris Stinson-Blood 1 

Sue Stinson- Blood 2 

Patty Hooker -  Blood 3 

Jim Meyer - Blood 1 

Carol Meyer- Blood 2 

Rodney Hooker -Blood 3 

Presiding Priest– Body 1 

Dcn Bill Buchta (sub request-

ed) - Body 2 

Shirley Skarka- Body 3 

Linda Rea- Blood 1 

Elaine Janulewicz- Blood 2 

Matthew Kaslon -Blood 3 

Janae Liberty- Blood 1 

Darien Cox-Blood 2 

Ashley Lothrop- Blood 3 

 

Server 
Liam Borowski 
Cody Golka 

Hattie Schneider 
Frank Schneider 

Madison Schneider 
Thomas Schneider 

Greeter 

Curtis Mickey 

Mary Mickey 

Mike Wilson 

Jean Wilson 

Isabelle Heinzman 

Greg Keslar 

Mary Keslar 

Chelsea Turek 

Jean Kaslon 

Daniel Kaslon 

Janelle Riehle 

Steve Riehle 

Minister to the 

Homebound 

 Bob & RoseAnn Allen- PYX 1  

Joyce Aspen-PYX 2 

Frank & Marsha Prucha- PYX 3 

Rita Griesman-PYX 4 

 

If you have any questions regarding the Ministry Schedule, please contact Jami@saintleos.org 
 

If you are interested in helping livestream Mass, we would love to have more help. Please email publications@saintleos.org 

Use the QR code to log on to your ministry account to volunteer.   
Reach out to Jami Kusek or Kristen Schutte with any questions. Thank you! 

They prostrated themselves and did him homage.” As we celebrate the Epiphany 
of the Lord, let us give homage to the presence of God in our marriages by partic-
ipating in an upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience on February 9-
11, Lincoln. For questions, or to find out more about a Virtual Encounter Week-
end, contact Brenda & Gary Granger: 402-370-5839. Space is limited, so reserve 
your weekend early. For more information about Worldwide Marriage Encounter, 

visit www.wwme.org. Follow us on Instagram and Facebook! @wwmeColorado 

♦ Give your marriage the promise of a great year 
by learning how to better communicate and love 
each other. ♦ The Worldwide Marriage En-
counter Experience can enhance your mar-
riage to be the best it can be. Join us and 
see how your relationship can grow.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Explore GI Central Catholic  
Night open to students 

Explore GICC Night 
for families with 
current 5th-11th 
graders will be from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 1, at 
Grand Island Central 
Catholic, 1200 
Ruby Ave., Door #1. 
RSVPs are required by Jan. 18 at https://
www.gicc.org/explore-gicc-rsvp.html. 

http://www.wwme.org
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Are you a young adult age 21-39: 

 Who is being called into a deeper relationship with 
Jesus Christ and His Church? 

 Who wants to experience truth, beauty, and goodness? 

 Who is interested in connecting with peers who 
journey together? 

Check out the opportunity to take part in the 2024 SEEK 
Conference @ https://www.gidiocese.org/young-adults 

SEEK Conference 2024 scheduled 

 

Food for Thought 

“Enrich your soul in the great goodness of God: 

The Father is your table, the Son is your food, and 

the Holy Spirit waits on you and then makes His 

dwelling in you.” 

St. Catherine of Siena   

      

Homebound Ministry 
Do you know anyone homebound 
or unable to come to Mass? Ask them if 
they would like to receive communion 
from one of our Eucharistic Ministers. 
Call St. Leo’s office at 308-382-4753. 

 2023/24 Diocesan Appeal Update  
as of  1/2/24 
 

St Leo's Parish  
 

Parish Goal:     $83,781 

Total Raised:   $52,875 

Household Goal:    240 

Current Households:          156 

Twelfth Night Door Blessing 
     Each year around the Feast of the Epiphany, many 
parishes participate in an annual 
blessing of chalk. It is an ancient 
tradition that not only places God 
at the entrance of your home, it 
places your entire family under His 
protection. Take the blessed chalk and 
first write the initials of the three Wise 
Men (Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar), 
connected with Crosses, over the 
inside of your front door. Then write 
the year, breaking up the numbers and the year so that 
they fall on both sides of the initials  (20 C+M+B 24.) 
     It is also popularly believed that the Kings initials 
stand for “Christus mansionem benedicat” or “Christ 
Bless this house.” 

 

Don’t forget your 

Epiphany Blessing this weekend! 

PRAYER: As we remember the visit of the wise men to 
the home of Jesus, God please bless our home this 

year. Protect each person who lives and stays here and 
may each of us know your hope, peace, joy and love. 

     We know what happens when two or more 
are gathered in the Lord's name-but what hap-
pens with 80,000?! Join the Grand Island Dio-
cese delegation to attend the National Eucha-
ristic Congress July 17-21 in Indianapolis. 
     More information can be found at https://
gidiocese.org/national-conference. Details of 
the travel package put together by the diocese 
are enclosed. Bishop Joseph Hanefeldt has 
agreed to subsidize the bus costs to Indianapo-
lis, so the final travel package price has been 
reduced to $750. 

Cost reduced to $750 

Travel packages available to attend 

National Eucharistic Congress 

https://www.gidiocese.org/young-adults
https://gidiocese.org/national-conference
https://gidiocese.org/national-conference


OUTREACH 
“Let us reach out personally to the hungry and the homeless, to the 
poor and the powerless, and to the troubled and the  vulnerable. In 
serving them, we serve Christ. Our service efforts cannot substitute 
for…just public policies, but they can help us practice what we 
preach about human life and human dignity.”   

Economic Justice for All, U.S. Catholic Bishops, 1986, #26. 

Thank you to all of you who donated 
to our giving tree. So many people 

were blessed by your donations for 
Christmas. We received many 

children’s coats from the giving 
tree. These will be given out during 
the coat giveaway 2024. Thank you! 
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in action 

Stewardship 

This weekend, Jan. 6 & 7, is the monthly 

food collection for St. Mary’s! 

Your stewardship helps: 

Rent 6 

Utilities 3 

Medical care expense 1 
 

https://www.cctwincities.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Economic-Justice-for-All.pdf


trand 

3234 W. Schimmer Drive 
Cell 308-379-0063 
Fax 308-384-0431 
 
tom.strand@woodburyfinancial.net 

Tom A. Strand, CLU 

INSURANCE 
INVESTMENTS 
IRA’S 
401(k) ROLLOVERS 

Financial Services, Inc. 

SPECIALIZED MEMORY CARE 

Brenda Wiltfong 
p:308-381-1988  |  f:  308-381-4005 

bwiltfong@countryhouse.net  

833 North Alpha Street, Grand Island Michael J. Reilly, D.V.M. 

 
 

1616 S. Locust             Phone: 308-382-6412 
Grand Island, NE 68801 Fax:  308-382-3435 

St. Leo’s 
What’s happening at 

check out St. Leo’s website: www.saintleos.org 

 

This space is open for 
business! 

Call 308-382-4753 

After a holiday break from classes, Little Disciples 
teacher Tracy Keenportz shows her students how 
to baptize their baby dolls and explained why we 
are baptized during class on Jan. 3.  

Little Disciples teacher Emily Schwieger helps her 
group with snack before starting class. After 2 
weeks off for the holidays, classes resumed Jan. 3.  

Movie Matinee 

2 pm Sunday, 
Jan. 14 

 

Season 3 

‘The Chosen’ 

iframe src=%22https:/leaders.formed.org/files/potw-vert.html%22 width=%22100%25%22 height=%22800%22%3e%3c/iframe


Kofc.org 

Terry Pfeifer 
Financial Advisor  
308-382-     

 
Matthe   rmstrong  

Financial Advisor 
308-382-040  

 
Will  rmstrong  
Financial Advisor 
308-382-3011 

                           ”because the memory               
                 will live forever” 

                                 RANDY & TRISH                                                 
                                                             CURRAN 
  Catholics serving the Catholic Community 

 
          3005 S. Locust Street    Grand Island, NE  

         www.curranfuneralchapel.com 

308-384-8862 

Steve Douglas, EA  
Jamie Douglas, EA - parishioner 
 

www.DouglasBookkeeping.com  

719 W 3rd. 
St Grand 
Island 
 

Andy Anspauch 
Owner 

Grand Island    308-382-6307 
Kearney           308-234-1326 
Hastings          402-463-5055 
Columbus       402-276-5532 

AAnspauch.trugreen@gmail.com 

Live life outside. 

Sean Gellatly, Agent 
Parishioner 
1233 N. Webb Road Suite 300 
Grand Island, NE  68803 
Bus:  308-384-5144 
sean.gellatly.j8qh@statefarm.com 

Dr. Kris Harris, 
Dr. Jama Obermiller,    
Dr. Kristen Luther       
and Dr. Ryan Harris  

1003 West 3rd St 
Grand Island, NE    
(308) 382-0110 
          AND 
2504 N. Webb Rd. 
Grand Island, NE 
(308) 381-7077 

“Personal Quality Dentistry for the Entire Family” 

www.gentledentalgi.com 

 

 

 

The Costume Shoppe    
Cheryl O’Curran, Owner 

402.463.4660 

Costume Rentals for All Occasions 

costume.shoppe@yahoo.com 

Dr. Matthew Serbousek 

Dr. Riley Santin 

Dr. Rick Kearns-Parishioner 

Alfredo Ramirez
Moving & Delivery      - insured Appliance Installer 

ahelpinghandgi@gmail.com       

      (308)370-9262 
          2600 W. 3rd St 
           Grand Island NE 
 

 www.ahelpinghandgi.com 
 
local business serving our community one move at a time

DON MEHRING 
Associate Broker 
Realtor 
C: 308.380.0444 
don@actionpropertygine.com 
ColdwellBankerActionHoldings.com 
1004 Diers Ave., Suite 216, Grand Island 

Aaron Schock 
 Phone: 402-649-5049 

Swanson Agency 

Protecting Catholic families since 1882 

   

   •Life insurance 

   •Long-Term Care 

       Insurance  

   •Retirement 

       Annuities 

   •Disability Income 

       Insurance 

http://www.DouglasBookkeeping.com
http://www.gentledentalgi.com





