
Sunday Eucharist 

 

Saturday Evening       Sunday Morning       
             5 p.m.                          8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m 

      

Sacrament of   

Reconciliation 
Saturday  

4-4:30 p.m. or  
by appointment 

Baptism  

Preparation 
Call Jen Golka  

to register 
 

Marriage 

Preparation 
By appointment  

at least 6 months  
in advance 

Mission Statement: (8/29/2006)  
As a Vatican II Church, we strive to provide uplifting experiences 
where people gather to be nourished, to be given new hope, to 
be challenged by the Gospel and to be reenergized so that they 
can return to the world to fulfill Jesus' mission of loving God and 
loving humankind. 

Fr. Don Buhrman, Pastor  
 frbuhrman@saintleos.org      ext. 11 
Fr. Wajid Masih, Associate Pastor 
  wmasih@gidiocese.org          ext. 22 
Deacon Bill Buchta 
  wbuchta@gidiocese.org 
Deacon Ron Golka 
   rgolka@gidiocese.org 

Readings for the Week  

Parish Staff 

  

First Sunday of Advent 

Welcome to St. Leo’s!  
If you are a visitor for the day, 

we pray God’s speed on your journey. 
If you are looking for a parish community,  

we would welcome you into our family.  
Please call the office at 382-4753  

or to register visit our website 
http://saintleos.org  

   Parish Clergy 

 

Monday:  Exodus 14:5-18 , Exodus 15:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6 , Mat-
thew 12:38-42  
Tuesday: FEAST OF SAINT MARY MAGDALENE 
Song of Songs 3:1-4b or  
Wednesday:  
Thursday:  
Friday:   
Saturday:   
Sunday:  

Daily Mass 9 a.m.         Holy Days 9 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. 

Heather Tjaden, Office Manager 
   office@saintleos.org           ext. 10 
 

Kristen Schutte, Music Ministry Coordinator 
   kristen@saintleos.org           ext. 12 
 

Jami Kusek, Assistant Music Ministry 
  jami@saintleos.org                  402-300-8023 
 

Peachis Amadou, Community Outreach 
   Outreach@saintleos.org               ext. 13 
 

Colleen Gallion, Media & Publications 
   publications@saintleos.org         ext.  20 
 

Jenny Golka, Children & Family Ministries 
   childrenandfamily@saintleos.org       ext. 14 
 

Rita Hemmer, Youth/Young Adult Ministry  
    rita@saintleos.org           ext. 18 
  

Martin Irvine, Maintenance & Operations 
     maintenance@saintleos.org 

 

Monday: Isaiah 4:2-6, Psalm 122-1-9, Matthew 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-2,7-8,12-13,17, Luke 
10:21-24 
Wednesday: Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier  
Isaiah 25:6-10a,  Psalm 23:1-6,  Matthew 15:29-37 
Thursday: Isaiah 26:1-6, Psalm 118:1 and 8-9,19-21,25-
27a,  Matthew 7:21, 24-27 
Friday:  Isaiah 29:17-24, Psalm 27-1,4,13-14, Matthew 
9:27-31  
Saturday: Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26 Psalm 147:1-6,  Mat-
thew 9:35-10: 1,5a,6-8   
Sunday: Isaiah 11: 1-10,  Psalm72:1-2,7-8,12-13,17 ,  
Romans 15:4-9 Matthew 3:1-12 

Nov. 30, 2025 

308-382-4753 
2410 South Blaine  

Grand Island NE 68801    
http://www.saintleos.org                 

        St. Leo’s Parish 

https://tiny.one/stleosyoutube
https://www.facebook.com/saintleos.org
https://www.instagram.com/stleosgi/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/exodus/14?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/exodus/15?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/12?38
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/12?38
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/songofsongs/3?1
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From the Pastor’s Desk: 

 

 

  I pray that all had a safe and happy Thanksgiving. To be grateful is not just an American 
behavior but core to our Christian / Catholic way of life. The Lord has blessed us in so many 
ways and to give back is our lifestyle of Stewardship. I give thanks to all of you and I am 
grateful to minister with you.  

    As we enter the season of Advent, we begin a time of preparation. On the cultural level there are 
so many expectations. On the spiritual level we are to prepare our hearts and our lives for the coming 
of the Lord. Be a good host or hostess. Welcome the Lord with a clean heart and soul. Invite him into 
your daily life in a deeper way through prayer.  God bless you all. Fr. Don Buhrman  

 

 

 

Parish Council 

Dr. Bill Kusek-Chair, David McDonald-Vice Chair 

Linda Hamik, Micah Schutte, Nancy Buettner, Nathan Keep, 

Heather Gearhart, Ashley Ruble, Taylor Olsen 

The Parish Council meets at 6 pm the third Tuesday in the 
Knights of Columbus room of the Parish Hall.  

 

 PROMPTS FOR SHARING  

1st Sunday of Advent Nov. 30, 2025 

 Isaiah and the psalmist speak of a joyful journey to God’s pres-
ence.  Where can you look for joy in our shared Advent Journey? 

 

 Paul urges us to “throw off the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light.” Where is there darkness in your own life right now? 
Where are you in need of God’s light? 

 

 Jesus tells us to stay awake! Where have you “fallen asleep” in 
your relationship with God, or in relationships with others?  

 
 

 

Deacon Ron Golka – Chair, Dennis Carroll- Vice Chair, 
Patty Hooker, Will Armstrong, James McDonald, 

Chris Stinson, Dave Faimon, Candy Conradt 
 

The Finance Council meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 
Noon in the meeting room. 

Finance Council 

 Pray for Vocations 

First Sunday of Advent—Matthew 24: 37-44 
For those discerning their vocations, that prayer may strength-
en their courage to respond to God’s invitation to priesthood, 
consecrated life, or holy matrimony.   Be open and vigilant in  
prayer and if you have questions, talk to Father Don or Father 
Neal Hock at the Vocation Office at 308-234-1539 or by email 

Exposition of the Eucharist 

Come rest, pray and be renewed in His peace.   

“Be still and know I am God.” 

Please join us for Exposition on Friday,  December 
5th from 9:30am to 1:00 p.m.  A sign-up sheet is 

available on the back counter.   



   
 

     Sunday, Nov. 30 

          8:30 am  Mass Intention:  Parish Community 

       10:30 am  Mass Intention:  All Souls+ 

                              By:  Nguyen Family 
 
 

        

          Monday, Dec. 1 

          9:00 am  Mass Intention:  Michael Flaherty+ 

                            By: Linda, Greg, Mark, John and Barb 

          9:30 am  Chair Stretch (Parish Hall) 

          7:00 pm Welcome Committee Meeting (Parish Hall) 
                                                      

     Tuesday, Dec.  2 
          9:00 am  Mass Intention: Jeanie Dreiling+ 

                            By: Terry & Marlene Regan 

           5:30 pm  AA Meeting  (Meeting Room) 

          6:00 pm   Maintenance Committee Meeting (Gathering Room)              
                                                   
 

                   

      Wednesday, Dec. 3 
          9:00 am  Mass Intention:  Hayden Dieckman 
                            By:  Kathy and Denny Dieckman  
    5:45 pm  Little Disciples 
    7:00 pm  Empower Youth (Youth Room) 

    7:00 pm  Wild Goose (Gathering Room)) 
           
         Thursday, Dec. 4 
          9:00 am  Mass Intention:  Carol Hiser+   
                             By:  Ann Miller 
   9:30 am   Woman’s Bible Study  
   1:00 pm   Prayer Shawl Group 
                 

      Friday, Dec. 5 
    9:00 am  Mass Intention: The living and deceased members  
         of the E.J. Sullivan Family     By: Family 
   9:30 am   Chair Stretch (Parish Hall) 
   9:30am – 1:00 pm  Exposition 
  10:00 am-  Alanon 
        7:00 pm  New member gathering (parish hall)                                              

      Saturday, Dec. 6  Food Collection Weekend 

       9:00 am   First Reconciliation         

   4:00 pm   Reconciliation 

      5:00  pm  Mass Intention:  Eileen Dingwerth+ 

                              By:  Anonymous 
 

      Sunday,  Dec. 7 : Ladies of Leo’s Donuts 

         8:30 am  Mass Intention:  Parish Community 

       10:30 am  Mass Intention:  Thanks to God 

                              By:  Nguyen Family 

        11:30 am  Greeter Training #1 

          6:00 pm  Greeter Training #2 

This Week at St. Leo’s The 31 Club 
The 31 Club promotes praying for our current  

seminarians, priests and nuns. The 31 Club fosters and 
promotes vocations to ministerial priesthood in the 

Catholic Church as a particular vocation to service and 
supports our priests and seminarians as well as consecrated 

religious life. One day a month. 
  
 
 

 Nov 30—Rose Holthaus, Cathy Ferguson 
 Dec. 1—Alan Brisnehan 
 Dec. 2—Marilyn Retzlaff 
 Dec. 3—Kathy Hartman 
 Dec. 4—Beth Clemans 
 Dec. 5— Sr. Carlene Headrick 
 Dec. 6 —Bob Golka 
 Dec. 7— Marv & Dorothy Rief 
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Rest In Peace to those who have died recently 
including Roger Arnold, Brother of Harold 
(Sandy) Arnold.  If you know of a former parish-
ioner or a family member of a current parishioner 
that has died and you have the permission to pub-
lish this information, please let us know and we 
will include it in the most recent bulletin so oth-
ers may pray for the deceased and offer consola-

tion to their family. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and 
may the perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace.  
~Amen         

The 31 Club has an opening for the 24th day of 
the month. Contact the office if you are interested. 

Who to call or text: 
  Prayer Chain: Beth Clemans, 308-379-4442 

  Homebound Ministry: Joyce Aspen, 308-379-9478 

  The 31 Club: Sr. Carlene Headrick, 308-380-9100 

Find us online at our website at saintleos.org or  

 Join us on FRIDAYS for 
 - 5:30 am breakfast 
   - 6 am video teaching 
 - 6:30 am discussion/prayer  

The featured series will be 
 Father Larry Richards of the 

Reason for our Hope Foundation 

Now meeting at 
Blessed Sacrament 

518 W. State St. 

 

Thoughts from Deacons——— 

 Advent is a time to read ourselves for the 
coming of Christ the King! Find quiet time 
this week as you prepare for Christmas.  

  The wisdom of Jewish Rabbi’s: 

1. Charity given to the poor people will 
stand to a mans credit in the world.  

2. A man’s true wealth will consist not in                                    
  what he kept, but in what he gave away. 

                                   3.  Let us love well this week as love is the                     
                one thing we will take with us after death.  

                               Shalom.       
                     Deacon Ron and Deacon Bill 
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  Saturday, Dec. 6 5:00 PM  Sunday, Dec. 6 8:30 AM Sunday, Dec. 7 10:30 AM 

Lector  NEED A VOLUNTEER Nancy Buchta Keli Margritz 

Commentator Jonathan Doll Steve Ryan Linda Rea 

Communion 

Minister 

Deacon Bill Buchta—Body 1   

NEED A VOLUNTEER —Body 2   

Presiding Priest—Body 3 

NEED A VOLUNTEER—Blood 1  

Vince Fiala—Blood 2   

Cory Gearhart—Blood 3 

Heather Gearhart—Blood 1 

Adriana Gearhart—Blood 2 

NEED A VOLUNTEER —Blood 3 

Deacon Bill Buchta—Body 1   

Shirley Skarka—Body 2   

Presiding Priest—Body 3 

Kathleen Schwieger—Blood 1  

John Reilly—Blood 2  

NEED A VOLUNTEER—Blood 3 

NEED A VOLUNTEER—Blood 1 

Barbara Reilly —Blood 2 

NEED A VOLUNTEER—Blood 3 

  

Deacon Bill Buchta—Body 1   

Carey Reilly—Body 2   

Presiding Priest—Body 3 

NEED A VOLUNTEER—Blood 1 

NEED A VOLUNTEER—Blood 2   

Ashley Lothrop—Blood 3 

Sean Gellatly—Blood 1 

Carrie Braden—Blood 2 

Janae Liberty—Body 3 

  

Server 

Leighton Borowski 

Max Gearhart 

Luke Morris 

NEED A VOLUNTEER 

Kade Golka 

Marissa Golka 

Greeter 

John Shaffer 

Joyce Shaffer 

NEED A VOLUNTEER 

NEED A VOLUNTEER 

Angie Smolek 

Jack Smolek 

Carl Tesmer 

Debby Tesmer 

Janelle Riehle 

Steve Riehle 

Ashley Ruble 

Spencer Ruble 

Minister 

to the 

Homebound 

 Mike Gauthier—PYX 1 

Dawnell Glunz—PYX (2)  

Frank and Marsha Prucha–PYX 3  

Cheri Schmidt—PYX 4  

 

Use the QR code to log on to your ministry account to volunteer.   
Reach out to Jami Kusek at jami@saintleos.org or Kristen Schutte with any questions. Thank you! 

 
 

God is a merciful Father who is always waiting for us in the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion. These children and their families have been delving into a deeper relationship 
with Jesus to learn about God’s healing grace. First Reconciliation will be at 9 am, 

Saturday, Dec. 6. Please pray for these children and their families as they continue to 
prepare and celebrate God’s forgiveness.  

First Reconciliation 

Bishop James Golka will be inducted into the Grand Island Central Catholic Hall of Fame and Janie and Harry 
Hoch Jr. will be inducted into the Honorary Hall of Fame. Mass will be held on Monday, December 1st at 8:30 

a.m. at Central Catholic with Bishop Golka as the Celebrant.  A reception will follow.  Everyone is invited! 
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 Last Week’s Tithing 
          Regular Collection                $ 10,004.00 
          Plate/Youth                             $      786.35 
          Online                                      $   3,713.00 
                                                           $ 14,503.35 
        

Estimated Weekly Budget for November $12,932.00 

2025/26 Diocesan Appeal     
St Leo's Parish 11/24/25 
 

Parish Goal:        $86,327 

Total Raised:       $40,858 

Household Goal:       240 

Current Households:  137 

MINISTRIES SUPPORTED BY THE APPEAL 

$40,858  
137 

$86,327 240 

 

 

 

When: Wednesday, December 3, 2025 
Where: St. Leo’s Church (Gathering Room) 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
     1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month.  

 

Come join us 

and experience 

teachings on the 

Holy Spirit 

See you there! 

“By your patience, you shall possess your souls.”  Learn how the virtue of 
patience can enhance your marriage on the next Worldwide Marriage 
Experience on Feb. 20-22, 2026 in Lincoln or Sept. 18-20, 2026, in Grand  
Island. For questions, contact Brenda & Gary Granger: 402-370-5839; Spanish 
WWME Experience: Dec. 5-7, 2025, Omaha, contact: Victor & Lupita Corona at 

651-343-2348. Space is limited, so reserve your 
weekend early. For more information, go to 
www.wwme.org. Follow us on Instagram and 
Facebook @worldwidemarriageencounter 

 

Worldwide Marriage Experience dates set for 2026 

 Christmas Craft Show: a special two-week opportunity to do  
Christmas shopping at Saint Benedict Center, Schuyler, Nov. 30 - 
Dec. 14, M-F 2 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. (final 
Sun. 5 pm). A very large variety of crafts and gifts made by area artists 
will be on sale. Nativity Scenes from around the world will be on dis-

play. Book and Gift Store will be open. For more infor-
mation visit www.StBenedictCenter.com or call  
(402) 352-8819. 
Buffet lunch served the following days at 12 pm and 

shopping begins at 11:30 am: 
Tuesday, Dec. 2; Wednesday, Dec. 3; Sunday, Dec. 7; 

Monday, Dec. 8; Tuesday, Dec. 9 and Saturday, Dec. 13.  
Reservations for lunch must be made at least one week in advance & 
prepaid when reservation is made. The cost is $14.03 (includes tax).  

St. Benedict Center, 1126 Road I, PO Box 528, Schuyler, 
NE 68661 Phone: 402-352-8819    Fax: 402-352-8884           

http://www.wwme.org/
http://www.StBenedictCenter.com


“Let us reach out personally to the hungry and the homeless, to the poor and 
the powerless, and to the troubled and the  vulnerable. In serving them, we 
serve Christ. Our service efforts cannot substitute for…just public policies, but 
they can help us practice what we preach about human life and human dignity.”   

Economic Justice for All, U.S. Catholic Bishops, 1986, #26. 
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Poinsettias for the Parish 
 

The following donation of $                                           is for the purchase of  Poinsettias and 
flowers for St Leo’s Altar.  

PLEASE PRINT the name in memory of:  
 

 (Suggested donation of $10.00 to defray the cost of the plants) 
 

The names of all memorials will be listed in a special insert in the Christmas St. Leo’s Bul-
letin. Return this form and the donation in an envelope to the church secretary, through 
the mail or in the Sunday church collection. Please return by December 17, 2025. 

 

Donated by:   

           Thanks,  

     Ladies of St. Leo’s 
 

Please mail to or drop off at the church 
Poinsettias for the Parish 

 St. Leo's Catholic Church 
 2410 S Blaine St., Grand Island, NE 68801 

The food collection for the Crossroads Food Pan-
try will be next weekend (Dec. 6/7.) The Human 
Concerns Committee will hand out brown paper 

bags this weekend. Crossroads has been limited to 
giving away a minimum of 100 boxes of food each 

day. Please consider donating non-perishable 
items for this worthy cause. Thank you! 

Pick up your brown paper bags this weekend Just a lil’ note ... 
Thank you to 
everyone in the 
parish for all that 
you have done for 
our community 
during this last 
year! 
Outreach Ministry 

St. Mary’s Thrift Store 

is in need of 

volunteers to sort and 

price items on 

Tuesday and Friday 

afternoons.  

Call 308-391-1527 for 

more information.  

Ministry of Hospitality  
New Policy Training 

  
Training for all  current Ministers of Hospitality (Greeters) and 

for Parishioners who would like to become Ministers for  
Hospitality will be conducted during the month of  

December.  Please Choose one of the following dates and times 
and email rita@saintleos.org to reserve a spot.  

Sunday, Dec. 7 at 11:35 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 7 at 6:00 p.m. 

Monday, Dec. 15 at 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 17 at 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 21 at 11:35 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 21 at 6:00 p.m. 

https://www.cctwincities.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Economic-Justice-for-All.pdf


Michael J. Reilly, D.V.M. 

 
 

1616 S. Locust             Phone: 308-382-6412 
Grand Island, NE 68801 Fax:  308-382-3435 

 
STRAND FINANCIAL & INSURANCE 

Tom A. Strand, CLU 

Strand Financial & Insurance 
3234 W. Schimmer Drive 
Grand Island NE 68801 
tom@primarkagency.com 

Office (308) 384-3930 
Cell (308) 379-0063 
Fax (308) 384-0431 

 

 

 518 W 3rd St 
Grand Island NE 68801 

308-382-5080 
www.larrysappliance.gi.com 

sales@larrysappliancegi.com 

St. Leo’s at 
What’s happening 

 

In business since 1977 — Bonded & Insured 

  

 

Restore your peace and hope today. 
Call 402-783-HOPE (4673) or email 

the confidential secure inbox at 
FindPeace@HeartsRestoredNebraska.org 

  

Retreat Come to the Feast  

Nearly 50 people 
attended the “Come to 
the Feast” Retreat 
Nov. 22 featuring 
Frs. Don Buhrman, 
Wajid Masih and Dcns. 
Bill Buchta and Ron 
Golka who explained 
the Mass, prayer and 
the sacraments. The 
retreat ended with 
Exposition of the  
Eucharist. 

Welcome! to St. Leo’s! 
We welcome Jada, 
Atticus and Oliver,  
the newest 
members of our  
St. Leo’s Parish 
family. We look 
forward to walking 
with you in faith, 
prayer, and  
community. May 
you always find 
friendship,  
encouragement, 
and God’s grace 
here. 

 



Kofc.org 

 erry  feifer 
Financial  dvisor  
308-382-     

 
Matthew Ar stron  

Financial  dvisor 
308-382-040  

 
 i   Ar stron  
Financial  dvisor 
308-382-3011 

                           ”because the memory               
                 will live forever” 

                                    RANDY & TRISH  
                                          CURRAN 
  Catholics serving the Catholic Community 

 
          3005 S. Locust Street    Grand Island, NE  

         www.curranfuneralchapel.com 

308-384-8862 

Steve Douglas, EA  
Jamie Douglas, EA  
 

www.DouglasBookkeeping.com  

719 W 3rd St 
Grand Island 
 
382-6082 

Sean Gellatly, Agent 
Parishioner 
1233 N. Webb Road Suite 300 
Grand Island, NE  68803 
Bus:  308-384-5144 
sean.gellatly.j8qh@statefarm.com 

The Costume Shoppe    
Cheryl O’Curran, Owner 

402.463.4660 

Costume Rentals for All Occasions 

costume.shoppe@yahoo.com 

 

Helping Hand Moving 
 

 Alfredo Ramirez -  INSURED APPLIANCE INSTALLER 
 

ahelpinghandgi@gmail.com       

      (308)370-9262 
          2600 W. 3rd St 
           Grand Island NE 
 

 www.ahelpinghandgi.com 
 

LOCAL BUSINESS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY ONE MOVE AT A TIME 

DON MEHRING 
Associate Broker 
Realtor 
 
C: 308.380.0444 
mmehring@cccusa.net 
1004 Diers Ave., Suite 216, Grand Island 

707 W. Anna    Grand Island 

308-382-1786 

* 10 Beers on Tap * Daily Specials 
* Burger Night Wednesdays, 5:30-9 pm 

* To go orders available 

 

South Locust   382-3784 
4th Street         384-7372 
13th Street       384-9010 

2929 S. Locust 
Grand Island 

Dr. Mindy Rief—parishioner 
Dr. Shay McGowan 
Dr. Dani Myers 

308-382-7813 
 www.gidentalcenter.com 

• Life Insurance 

• Long-Term Care 
          Insurance 

• Retirement Annuities 

• Disability Income 
          Insurance 

Protecting Catholic families since 1882 

http://www.DouglasBookkeeping.com

