
St. Leo’s Parish 

Dec. 31, 2023 

Sunday Eucharist 

Saturday Evening      Sunday Morning        
        5 p.m.                            8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 

      

Sacrament of   

Reconciliation 
Saturday  

4-4:30 p.m. or  
by appointment 

Baptism  

Preparation 
Call Jen Golka  

to Register 
 

Marriage 

Preparation 
By appointment  

at least 4 months  
in advance 

Mission Statement: (8/29/2006)  
As a Vatican II Church, we strive to provide uplifting experiences where   
people gather to be nourished, to be given new hope, to be challenged by  
the Gospel and to be reenergized so that they can return to the world to 
fulfill Jesus' mission of loving God and loving humankind. 

Fr. Don Buhrman, Pastor  
   frbuhrman@saintleos.org      ext. 11 
Deacon Bill Buchta 
  wbuchta@gidiocese.org 

Readings for the Week  

Parish Staff 

Sue Kohles, Office Manager  
   office@saintleos.org                                          ext. 10 
 

Kristen Schutte, Music Ministry Coordinator  
   kristen@saintleos.org                                          ext. 12 
 

Jami Kusek, Assistant Music Ministry 
  jami@saintleos.org                  402-300-8023 
 

Peachis Amadou, Community Outreach 
   Outreach@saintleos.org                                   e xt. 13 
 

Colleen Gallion, Media & Publications 
   publications@saintleos.org                                 ext.  20 
 

Jenny Golka, Children & Family Ministr ies 
   childrenandfamily@saintleos.org       ext. 14 
 

Rita Hemmer, Youth/Young Adult Ministry  
    rita@saintleos.org                                                ext. 18  
 

Martin Irvine, Maintenance    
   maintenance@saintleos.org  

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph 

Welcome to St. Leo’s!  
If you are a visitor for the day,  

we pray God’s speed on your journey.  
If you are looking for a parish community,  

we would welcome you into our family.  
Please call the office at 382-4753  

or to register visit our web site   
http://saintleos.org  

   Parish Clergy 

308-382-4753 
2410 South Blaine  

Grand Island NE 68801    
http://www.saintleos.org                 

Monday: ~ Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary ~ 

Nm 6:22-27, Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8, Gal 4:4-7, Lk 2:16-21  

Tuesday: ~ Memorial of Saint Basil & Saint Gregory ~ 

1 JN 2:22-28, 98:1, 2-3AB, 3CD-4, Jn 1:19-28  

Wednesday:  Is 25:6-10a, Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6, Mt 15:29-37  

Thursday: ~ Memorial of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton ~   

1 Jn 3:7-10, Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9, Jn 1:35-42  

Friday: ~ Memorial of Saint John Neumann~  

1 Jn 3:11-21, PS 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5, Jn 1:43-51  

Saturday:  1 Jn 5:5-13, PS147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20, Mk 1:7-11  

Sunday:  ~ Epiphany of the Lord ~   

Is 60:1-6, Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13, Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6, Mt 

2:1-12  

The Kingdom of God 
will be given to a peo-
ple that will produce its 

fruit 

Daily Mass 9 a.m.       Holy Days 9 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. 

https://tiny.one/stleosyoutube
https://www.facebook.com/saintleos.org
https://www.instagram.com/stleosgi/


  FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:  
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     Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Our society has almost worn those greetings out but 
we still proclaim them. As the calendar year comes to an end, we liturgically celebrate the Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. They are the ideal model for the Domestic Church, that is, 
the church of your own home. It is a model of love which reflects the love of God in all we say 
and do with and for each other. I hope all your family gatherings were joyful and reflective of 
love.  
     To affirm our parish family, I repeat my thanks to the Music Ministry for the great work they 
did in leading us for Christmas praise. It was all very beautiful. I am also grateful to all who 
transitioned the church from Advent to Christmas last Sunday in such a beautiful way. And for 

all who offered themselves to minister at the Masses, thank you. I think we offered hospitality and generosity in all 
the services.  
     I know there are mixed emotions about having a white Christmas, but I for one, am grateful. Christmas without 
snow just doesn’t feel the same. I pray everyone stays safe and is very careful from now until the last snow in the 
Spring.  
     Monday, Jan. 1, is the Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God. It is one of the Holy Days our church cele-
brates each year. However, this year, because it lands on a Monday, there is NO Obligation to celebrate Mass on 
that day. So instead of the regular Holy Day schedule we will only have one Mass on Monday morning at 9 am for 
this Holy Day. If you are able, come and celebrate the generous response of Mary who said “yes” to being the 
Mother of God, Jesus our Lord. Happy New Year! God bless you all.  

Fr. Don Buhrman  

 

Parish Council 

Linda Hamik-Chair, Jim Brisnehan, Heather Gearhart,  Amy 
Haney, Dr. Bill Kusek, Ashley Ruble, Andy Wede, Taylor 

Olsen-Vice Chair, David McDonald 

The next regular scheduled Parish Council meeting will be 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2024, in the Knights of 

Columbus room of the Parish Hall. 

 PROMPTS FOR FAITH-SHARING:  

Dec. 31 , 2023,  Feast of the Holy Family 

     *  What does family look like for you at this 
stage in life? How do your relationships with your 
parents, siblings, or children reveal God to you? 

      * Where do you struggle to see God in your 
family? Where might God be inviting you to grow 
in patience and love for them?  

      *How could you include God more fully in 
your familial relationships?  

Pray for Vocations 
 “I am a shield to you; Your reward shall 
be very great.” If you feel God is offer-
ing you the gift of vocation to the 
priesthood or consecrated life as a sister, brother or 
consecrated virgin, talk to Father Don or contact  
Fr. Neal Hock at the Vocation Office at 308-234-1539 
or email: vocations@gidiocese.org 

Coming to theaters 2024 

Join us for SEASON 3 of 

The Chosen in the gathering 

room beginning Jan. 14! 



   
 
 
     

          

      Sunday, Dec. 31 ~Feast of the Holy Family~ 

       8:00 am  Mass Intention: Mark Volkl+ 

                                  By: Jo Manolidis 

     10:30 am  Mass Intention: Parish Community 

         
  Monday, Jan. 1 (OFFICE CLOSED) New Year’s Day  

~ Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary ~ 

        9:00 am    Mass Intention: Ken Kalvoda+ 

                                  By: Dcn Bill & Nancy Buchta 
 

                                         

     Tuesday, Jan. 2 
         9:00 am   Mass Intention: Roy Rempe+ 

                                 By: Patricia Rempe 

         5:30 pm  AA 
          
     Wednesday, Jan. 3  
           9:00 am  Mass Intention:  Delores Koskovich+ 
                                 By: John & Sue McDonald 
         9:30 am  Yoga 
         5:45 pm  Little Disciples 
         6:00 pm  Vocations Team 
         7:00 pm  Empower Youth 

  
     Thursday, Jan. 4  
         9:00 am   Mass Intention: Fr. Tom Ogg+ 

                                By: Dennis & Lori Kraus 

          9:30 am   Women of Faith Sharing 

          1:00 pm   Prayer Shawl 

          6:30 pm   Music Ministry 
                 

      Friday,  Jan. 5  

         9:00 am   Mass Intention: Sara Towey+ 

                                By: Dcn Bill & Nancy Buchta 

          9:30 am    Adoration 

        10:00 am    Al Anon 

          1:00 pm    Benediction 
       

                             

       Saturday,  Jan. 6  

       4:00 pm    Reconciliation  

       5:00 pm    Mass Intention: Mark Volkl+ 

                                 By: Patrick & Theresa Wood 
       

 

      Sunday, Jan. 7 ~ Epiphany of the Lord ~ 

        8:00 am   Mass Intention: Parish Community 

      10:30 am  Mass Intention:  Diane Rathjen+ 

                                  By: Kevin & Kam Rathjen 

This Week at St. Leo’s The 31 Club 
The 31 Club promotes praying for our current  

seminarians, priests and nuns. The 31 Club fosters and 
promotes vocations to ministerial priesthood in the 

Catholic Church as a particular vocation to service and 
supports our priests and seminarians as well as 

consecrated religious life.  
                One day a month.                

  
 
 

 Dec. 31—Maureen Mendyk 
 Jan. 1—Alan Brisnehan 
 Jan. 2—Marilyn Retzlaff 
 Jan. 3—Judy Roscoe 
 Jan. 4—Joyce Yosten, Beth Clemans 
 Jan. 5—Sr. Carlene Headrick 
 Jan. 6—Bob Golka 
 Jan. 7—Marv & Dorothy Rief 
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Tithing 
Last Week’s Offertory  

         Regular Collection            $27,415.00 
         Plate/Youth                        $      518.54  
         Online                                 $   5,854.00 
                                                      $ 33,787.54 

(Estimated Weekly Budget for Dec. $31,083)  

Christmas  

         Regular Collection             $10,117.50 
         Plate/Youth                          $  2,226.00 
         Online                                   $     860.00 
                                                       $ 13,203.50 

     Rest In Peace to those who have died recently 
including Joe Kozisek, brother of parishioner Margaret 
Kozisek. If you know of a former parishioner or a 
family member of a current parishioner that has died and 
you have the permission to publish this 
information, please let us know and we will 
include it in the most recent  bulletin so 
others may pray for the deceased and offer 
consolation to their family.          
     Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, 
and may the perpetual light shine upon 
them. May they rest in peace.        ~Amen         

 

Single Catholic Women ages 20-35:  
Franciscan Sisters invite you to in-person and  

on-line discernment events designed for you. 

Discover your calling and purpose. Visit 

https://fscc-calledtobe.org or contact  

Sr. Julie Ann at (920) 323-9632. 

St. Leo's Parish scholarship 
to be awarded in March 2024 
     St. Leo's Parish Community will award $1000.00 schol-
arships to three St. Leo’s high school seniors based on their 
involvement and contribution to their parish, community and 
school.   
     The scholarship application for the class of 2024 began 
on November 24, 2023, and will close on January 31, 2024. 
A three member panel of volunteer parish members evaluate 
and determine our recipients. Three (3) $1000.00 scholar-
ships will be awarded in March 2024.   
     Applications are available at local high school 
guidance counselor’s offices, the youth bulletin board in the 
parish gathering area or online at http://www.saintleos.org/st
-leos-scholarship.html 
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Saturday, Jan. 6, 5:00pm  

 
Sunday, Jan. 7, 8:00 AM  

 
Sunday, Jan. 7, 10:30 AM 

 

Lector Jim Lewandowski Olivia Stava Michael Matthews 

Commentator Karma Lewandowski Kathy Boroff Will Armstrong 

Communion Minister 

Presiding Priest– Body 1 

Martin Irvine—Body 2 

Barb Faimon—Body 3 

Shaun Hooper– Blood 1 

Judy Brott– Blood 2 

Gloria Haschke—Blood 3  

Bill Buettner—Blood 1 

Nancy Buettner–Blood 2 

NEED A VOLUNTEER - Blood 3 

Presiding Priest– Body 1 

Nancy Buchta- Body 2 

Cheryl (Aubery) O’Curran- Body 3 

Kathleen Schwieger-Blood 1 

Rose Mary Staab- Blood 2 

John Schwieger -  Blood 3 

Kayla Keep- Blood 1 

Nathan Keep- Blood 2 

Connie Swanson -Blood 3 

Presiding Priest– Body 1 

Rhonda Riha - Body 2 

Chad Chrastil- Body 3 

Chris Riha- Blood 1 

Kristie Dolton- Blood 2 

Tonya Appel -Blood 3 

Sean Gellatly- Blood 1 

Lisa Esquivel-Blood 2 

Kayla Chrastil- Blood 3 

 

Server 
Claire Chmelka 
Connor Chmelka 

NEED A VOLUNTEER   
NEED A VOLUNTEER   

Dax Gellatly 
Madyson Miller 

Greeter 

Jeff Chmelka 

Valerie Chmelka 

Mary Krupicka 

Tim Krupicka 

Anita Polansky 

Paul Polansky 

Jack Smolek 

Angie Smolek 

Rose Callahan 

Nathan Miller 

Christina Miller 

Lizabeth Weeth 

Minister to the 

Homebound 

 Dcn Bill & Nancy Buchta- PYX 1  

Dan & Kathy Boroff-PYX 2 

John Schwieger- PYX 3 

Dawnell Glunz-PYX 4 

 

If you have any questions regarding the Ministry Schedule, please contact Jami@saintleos.org 
 

If you are interested in helping livestream Mass, we would love to have more help. Please email publications@saintleos.org 

Use the QR code to log on to your ministry account to volunteer.   
Reach out to Jami Kusek or Kristen Schutte with any questions. Thank you! 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience Feb. 9-11, 2024, in Lincoln. For more 
information about a Virtual Encounter Weekend, contact Brenda and Gary 
Granger at (720) 213-8833. Space is limited so reserve your weekend early. Visit 
www.wwme.org for more information about Worldwide Marriage Encounter. 

♦ Christ gave us a great gift of Himself on Christmas.  He calls us to give of ourselves to everyone, 

especially our spouse.   

♦ Attend a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend and learn how to be the best gift you can be 

for your spouse. 

♦ Early registration is highly recommended.  For more 

information visit our website at: www.wwme.org 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend  Mass times for the Feast of 
the Holy Family and 

the Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God 

Feast of the Holy Family 
     Saturday, Dec. 30, 5 pm 

Feast of the Holy Family 
    Sunday, Dec. 31, 8 am &  10:30 am 

Solemnity of Mary 
     Monday, Jan. 1, 2024, 9 am 

(It is a Holy Day but NO 
obligation this year) 

http://www.wwme.org
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Are you a young adult age 21-39: 

 Who is being called into a deeper relationship with 
Jesus Christ and His Church? 

 Who wants to experience truth, beauty, and goodness? 

 Who is interested in connecting with peers who 
journey together? 

Check out the opportunity to take part in the 2024 SEEK 
Conference @ https://www.gidiocese.org/young-adults 

SEEK Conference 2024 scheduled 

 

Food for Thought 

“You take Communion to become holy, 

not because you already are.” 
S. Peter Julian Eymard 

      
  

Homebound Ministry 
Do you know anyone homebound 
or unable to come to Mass? Ask 
them if they would like to receive 
communion from one of our 
Eucharistic Ministers. Call St. Leo’s 
office at 308-382-4753. 

     The Nebraska 
Pregnancy Care 
Alliance will host a 
Pro-Life Gala from 
6:30 to 11 p.m. 
Jan. 5, at the 
Embassy Suites in 
Lincoln. Events of the 
evening will include 
food, fellowship, a 
silent auction and 
dance. All proceeds will go to benefit life affirming 
Pregnancy Help Organizations across the state.  
     The inaugural Together for Life Conference will be 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 6. Participants 
will engage in interactive workshops, expert sessions 
and inspiring discussion with local and national area 
experts, PHO leaders, volunteers, and community 
leaders from across the state to learn the latest 
information on Nebraska’s pregnancy care landscape. 
Breakfast and lunch are included in the registration 
fee. To register, visit https://onecau.se/
togetherforlifeconference 

2024 Pro-Life Gala and Conference 
planned in Lincoln Jan. 5 and 6 

 2023/24 Diocesan Appeal Update  
as of  12/31/23 
 

St Leo's Parish  
 

Parish Goal:     $83,781 

Total Raised:   $45,003 

Household Goal:    240 

Current Households:          147 

 

Ministries supported by the appeal include Vocations, 
International Priest Program, Seminary 
Formation, Youth & Young Adult Ministries, 

Newman Centers, Continuing Education and 
Retreats for Priests, Retired Priest Medical 

Insurance, Pro-Life, Faith Formation and 
 Evangelization and the Permanent Diaconate. 

Thank you for your support!  

https://www.gidiocese.org/young-adults
https://onecau.se/togetherforlifeconference
https://onecau.se/togetherforlifeconference


OUTREACH 
“Let us reach out personally to the hungry and the homeless, to the 
poor and the powerless, and to the troubled and the  vulnerable. In 
serving them, we serve Christ. Our service efforts cannot substitute 
for…just public policies, but they can help us practice what we 
preach about human life and human dignity.”   

Economic Justice for All, U.S. Catholic Bishops, 1986, #26. 

What is Outreach and 
how does it work? 
     Outreach has been at St. Leo’s for more than 21 years. 
We are the only parish in our diocese that has an outreach 
program. Since it was created, 5% of the tithes and offerings 
goes into the outreach fund. With this funding, we are able to 
help those in the community who are struggling to stay in 
their homes or struggling in general. Some examples are 
rent, utilities, application fees and misc. Most of the time we 
are the last resort to an individual. I work with many other 
agencies in the community to help fill in the gap especially to 
those who do not qualify for other programs in the area. The 
main goal is that after I help the individual with their need, 
they will be able to sustain the next month without any help. 
     Other ways we use outreach funds is throughout the year 
to serve the community with our Catholic social teachings — 
for example, flowers for the homebound, the coat giveaway 
and many other projects throughout the year. 
     Human Concerns is a committee through the outreach 
program. With this committee we meet once a month to talk 
about ways we can better serve our community and ways we 
can make activities throughout the year better. 
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Come 
Encounter  
Christ 

 

Thank you to all of you who donated to our 
giving tree. So many people were blessed by 
your donations for Christmas. We received 
many children’s coats from the giving tree. 

These will be given out for the coat giveaway 
in 2024. Thank you! 

ST. BASIL, Bishop of 
Caesarea, was likely 
born in 329 and died 
on Jan. 1, 379. He 
ranks after Athanasius 
as a defender of the 
Oriental Church 
against the heresies of 
the fourth century, 
especially Arianism, which denies the divine 
nature of Jesus Christ. He was a strong sup-
porter of the Nicene Creed. With his friend 
Gregory of Nazianzus and his brother Greg-
ory of Nyssa, he is part of the trio known as 
“The Three Cappadocians,” of which he was 
the most important in practical genius and 
theological writings. 

ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON was the foundress and 
first superior of the Sisters of Charity in the United 
States. She was born to Episcopalian parents into New 
York City high society on Aug. 28, 1774. She was 
married on Jan. 25, 1794, in St. Paul’s Episcopalian 
Church to William Seton. When his father died, they 
took over custody of his seven half brothers and sisters 
as well as the family’s business. He died of tuberculosis 
in 1803. Elizabeth fasted and prayed and was received 
into the Catholic church on March 14, 1805. Her conversion unleashed a 
storm among her Protestant relatives and friends. In January 1806, her 
younger sister-in-law became ill and begged to see her and to become 
Catholic. Threats were made to have Mrs. Seton expelled from the state. 
Cecilia fled to Elizabeth for refuge and was received into the Church. They 
moved to Baltimore and purchased a farm. Mrs. Seton was elected superior 
of a modified version of the Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul in 1813. 
She died in Emmitsburg, Md., on Jan. 4, 1821. 

St. Basil, Jan. 2, and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Jan. 4 
By Catholic News Agency 

 

Happy 1st Birthday 

Zaccias! 

https://www.cctwincities.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Economic-Justice-for-All.pdf


trand 

3234 W. Schimmer Drive 
Cell 308-379-0063 
Fax 308-384-0431 
 
tom.strand@woodburyfinancial.net 

Tom A. Strand, CLU 

INSURANCE 
INVESTMENTS 
IRA’S 
401(k) ROLLOVERS 

Financial Services, Inc. 

SPECIALIZED MEMORY CARE 

Brenda Wiltfong 
p:308-381-1988  |  f:  308-381-4005 

bwiltfong@countryhouse.net  

833 North Alpha Street, Grand Island Michael J. Reilly, D.V.M. 

 
 

1616 S. Locust             Phone: 308-382-6412 
Grand Island, NE 68801 Fax:  308-382-3435 

St. Leo’s 
What’s happening at 

check out St. Leo’s website: www.saintleos.org 

 

This space is open for 
business! 

Call 308-382-4753 

The Liturgy committee was busy transforming the church 
between the Fourth Sunday of Advent services on 
Sunday morning and Christmas Eve services Sunday 
night after one of the shortest Advent seasons possible. 
The Christmas season will end on Epiphany, Jan. 7. 

Christmas comes to St. Leo’s  

Pretty as a picture  
Poinsettias arrived by the dozens as nearly 100 families 
donated to Poinsettias for the Parish, where parishioners 
bought a plant in memory of a loved one to decorate the 
church. 

iframe src=%22https:/leaders.formed.org/files/potw-vert.html%22 width=%22100%25%22 height=%22800%22%3e%3c/iframe


Kofc.org 

Terry Pfeifer 
Financial Advisor  
308-382-     

 
Matthe   rmstrong  

Financial Advisor 
308-382-040  

 
Will  rmstrong  
Financial Advisor 
308-382-3011 

                           ”because the memory               
                 will live forever” 

                                 RANDY & TRISH                                                 
                                                             CURRAN 
  Catholics serving the Catholic Community 

 
          3005 S. Locust Street    Grand Island, NE  

         www.curranfuneralchapel.com 

308-384-8862 

Steve Douglas, EA  
Jamie Douglas, EA - parishioner 
 

www.DouglasBookkeeping.com  

719 W 3rd. 
St Grand 
Island 
 

Andy Anspauch 
Owner 

Grand Island    308-382-6307 
Kearney           308-234-1326 
Hastings          402-463-5055 
Columbus       402-276-5532 

AAnspauch.trugreen@gmail.com 

Live life outside. 

Sean Gellatly, Agent 
Parishioner 
1233 N. Webb Road Suite 300 
Grand Island, NE  68803 
Bus:  308-384-5144 
sean.gellatly.j8qh@statefarm.com 

Dr. Kris Harris, 
Dr. Jama Obermiller,    
Dr. Kristen Luther       
and Dr. Ryan Harris  

1003 West 3rd St 
Grand Island, NE    
(308) 382-0110 
          AND 
2504 N. Webb Rd. 
Grand Island, NE 
(308) 381-7077 

“Personal Quality Dentistry for the Entire Family” 

www.gentledentalgi.com 

 

 

 

The Costume Shoppe    
Cheryl O’Curran, Owner 

402.463.4660 

Costume Rentals for All Occasions 

costume.shoppe@yahoo.com 

Dr. Matthew Serbousek 

Dr. Riley Santin 

Dr. Rick Kearns-Parishioner 

Alfredo Ramirez
Moving & Delivery      - insured Appliance Installer 

ahelpinghandgi@gmail.com       

      (308)370-9262 
          2600 W. 3rd St 
           Grand Island NE 
 

 www.ahelpinghandgi.com 
 
local business serving our community one move at a time

DON MEHRING 
Associate Broker 
Realtor 
C: 308.380.0444 
don@actionpropertygine.com 
ColdwellBankerActionHoldings.com 
1004 Diers Ave., Suite 216, Grand Island 

Aaron Schock 
 Phone: 402-649-5049 

Swanson Agency 

Protecting Catholic families since 1882 

   

   •Life insurance 

   •Long-Term Care 

       Insurance  

   •Retirement 

       Annuities 

   •Disability Income 

       Insurance 

http://www.DouglasBookkeeping.com
http://www.gentledentalgi.com

