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MEET THE MORRIS FAMILY

Joyfully Serving and Accompanying
One Another on the Faith Journey

he Morris family — David, Nicole, Luke, Ella, and

Lora — are familiar faces around St. Leo’s.
Luke serves at the altar, and Nicole teaches
Little Disciples, all while the family strives to
serve the Lord and their parish community
in the midst of everyday life. St. Leo’s has
become home for their family, a place where
they’ve continued to grow together in faith.
This fall, that journey deepened even more
when David entered the Catholic faith.

The couple has been members here for 13
years. Their first impression of St. Leo’s was that
it “felt like home.”

“Fr. Don baptized all three of our children The members of the Morris family
at St. Leo’s and has administered the First — David, Nicole, Luke, Ella, and
Communion to the older two kids,” Nicole says. Lora — are familiar faces around

Nicole helps with Little Disciples and assists St. Leo’s. Luke serves on the
with second-grade sacramental preparation. alt.ar’. and Nicole ?eaChes th.tle

“I have been moved by watching my oldest Discip les, all while the family

: : : . strives to serve the Lord and
two children receive Jesus in the Eucharist their parish community in the
and want to make these experiences so spe- midst of everyday life.
cial for all children and their families,” she
says. “I grew up in a Catholic elementary school and felt that I could
share my talents. I have felt a strong call from the Lord to assist this
year with faith formation.”

The past year was exciting for the whole Morris family as David became
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Stewardship of Time
GIVING BACKTO GOD DURING THE “GOLDEN YEARS”

Ask any newly married Catholic
couple what they remember
most about the marriage prepara-
tion process, and they are bound
to tell you one particular thing

— communication.

As with any relationship, com-
munication is a key element of the
equation. Poor or nonexistent com-
munication leads to bitterness and
confusion, separating individuals
from their spouses. Good communi-
cation allows husbands and wives to
grow closer together, deeper in love,
while reinforcing their union as man
and wife.

Prayer is a particularly fruit-
ful form of communication between
spouses and God. When one prays on behalf of his
or her spouse, graces are bestowed on both indi-
viduals. Prayer is also a sign of love — the man
who prays for his wife indirectly communicates
that he wishes the best for her, and that he is
putting her first in his communication with God.
Prayer can also be a wonderful expression of stew-
ardship, especially for senior couples who can no
longer participate in parish ministries.

As one of the “three Ts” of stewardship, prayer
is time spent with God. During prayer, one builds
a relationship with the Lord, sharing with Him
one’s deepest desires, cares, hurts, fears, and
thanksgivings. Prayer is something we all should
do, regardless of our place in life. But for many
senior couples, it becomes their primary form of
stewardship during the “golden years.”

Prayer is unique in that it benefits the indi-
vidual who is offering the prayer, as well as those
being prayed for and those in the surrounding
community. Consider this — a parish offers its
parishioners Perpetual Adoration. This means
that, for 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 52
weeks a year, someone in the parish is praying.

While the prayers being offered will
most certainly not be focused on
every individual in the parish, the
whole parish benefits because some-
one is communicating with God, and
God is at work in the community.
Adoration is also a wonderful way to
spend time with one’s spouse before
Our Lord, present in the Eucharist.

There are many other ways in
which senior couples can participate
in prayer. First and foremost is the
holy Mass. As the principal prayer of
the Catholic faith, Mass attendance
not only allows us to communicate
with God, but also physically receive
Him through the Eucharist. When
God took on the form of man, He
entered into the human life. We can complete the
circle and enter into the divine life by receiving
God during Communion. And Mass doesn’t have
to be a once-a-week type of activity. Daily Mass is
available for those whose schedules permit, and it
often becomes the steppingstone toward a greater
prayer life and, ultimately, a deeper relationship
with God.

In addition to Mass, the seniors of our parish
— particularly those who are homebound — can
participate in prayer ministries, such as prayer
lines, the Legion of Mary, Rosary groups and
more. These ministries offer members the oppor-
tunity to participate without ever leaving home.
They also connect these parishioners with the rest
of the parish, which is a true blessing for the sick
and homebound.

If you are a senior parishioner and are search-
ing for a way to live out stewardship with your
spouse, consider joining a prayer ministry, attend-
ing adoration or daily Mass, or simply set aside
time during the day to pray with your spouse. If
none of these opportunities exist, take the initia-
tive to start one. God will surely bless your efforts!



A Letter From Our Pastor

ORDINARY TIME:
LIVING THE EXTRAORDINARY IN THE EVERYDAY

Dear Parishioners,

s the Christmas lights fade and

the familiar rhythm of daily life
returns, the Church enters a period
we call Ordinary Time. At first, that
name might sound uninspiring, but
in truth, there is nothing “ordinary”
about it. Ordinary Time offers us
the chance to grow steadily and
faithfully in our relationship with
God — to live out the Gospel in the
midst of our everyday routines and
responsibilities. It is a season that
invites quiet spiritual growth and
deep reflection on what it means to
follow Christ in all things.

For those striving to live stew-
ardship as a way of life, Ordinary
Time reminds us that holiness is not reserved for
the mountaintop moments of faith. It is found
in the small, daily choices we make to love,
serve, and give. Each time we offer a kind word,
share our talents, or take a few extra moments
to pray, we are living as stewards and disciples.
Stewardship is not only about grand gestures or
special occasions; it is about allowing God’s grace
to shape how we live in the ordinary moments of
each day.

This is also a good season to reflect on bal-
ance and renewal. After the busyness of the

holidays, many of us feel the need
to slow down and restore order to
our lives. Let us remember that
peace and renewal come not from
the world, but from Christ Himself.
Taking time for prayer, the sacra-
ments, and community involvement
brings a sense of purpose and direc-
tion that nothing else can match. I
encourage you to look for opportuni-
ties to engage more deeply in parish
life — whether through a ministry, a
small faith group, or simple acts of
service that strengthen the bonds of
our community.

When we live each day with grati-
tude and intentionality, we trans-
form the ordinary into something sacred. Christ
is present in our work, our families, our joys,
and our struggles. Let us carry His light into our
everyday lives and continue to build a parish
family that radiates His love in all we do.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

fors Kol Pl

Rev. Donald A. Buhrman
Pastor
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SERVING, LEADING, AND
SHARING STEWARDSHIP GIFTS Meet Our Council

n this issue of our parish newsletter, we get to

know our council Vice Chairs, who — like the : s
Council Chairs featured in the previous edition of : It is the responsibility to manage,
our newsletter — share their stewardship gifts for : care, and entrust St. Leo’s

the good of our faith community. In sharing these resources into the future. We must

gifts, our council Vice Chairs are also working to think ¢ dshi d .
promote stewardship in the St. Leo’s community. ink of stewardship every day in

Now, let’s meet Dennis Carroll, Finance : the hope of leaving this world better
Council Vice Chair, and David McDonald, Parish : for the next generation through our
Council Vice Chair. : time, talent, and treasure.”

— David McDonald,
Parish Council Vice Chair

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

DENNIS CARROLL, Finance Council Vice Chair

“l have been a member of St. Leo’s for 40-plus years. I have
been married for 46 years to Diane and have two grown and mar-
ried daughters and four grandchildren.

“I became involved in the Finance Council because my entire
work career was spent in accounting, and I wanted to spend some
of my retirement years using my work experience, my accounting
background, and my ability to understand financial statements.

“My favorite thing about St. Leo’s is the staff and members who
are welcoming to visitors.”

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

DAVID MCDONALD, Parish Council Vice Chair

A member of our parish since he was baptized 31 years ago,
David McDonald is a Vice Chair of St. Leo’s Parish Council. Out
of a desire to give back to his parish community, David decided to
get involved in the parish as a means of service and stewardship.
He is currently in his third year on the Parish Council. David and
his wife, Breanna, and their children, Kollyn and Archer, have
helped as greeters at St. Leo’s as well.

“It’s been an honor to help in any capacity at St. Leo’s,” David
says. “The outrageous generosity and support of our congregation




Vice Chairs

have inspired me to get
involved.”

Serving in various capaci-
ties at our parish has helped
David to form friendships and
build community with those he
has encountered. He is thank-
ful to those who have come and
served before him and appreci-
ates the opportunity to provide
value and service to our parish.
Additionally, being part of our
community has been a type of
solace for him.

“St. Leo’s is a calming place
in our fast-paced world,” David
says. “Slowing down and making
weekend Mass a priority has
enabled me to tap into a deeper
connection with my faith. I want
to be around other like-minded
individuals so I can continue to
cultivate my spiritual life.”

The McDonald family enjoys
watching sports and spending
time together. They pray before
meals and thank God for those
He has placed into their lives.

David feels stewardship is an
important responsibility in his
walk with God and among his
fellow parishioners.

“It is the responsibility to
manage, care, and entrust St.
Leo’s resources into the future,”
he says. “We must think of
stewardship every day in the
hope of leaving this world better
for the next generation through
our time, talent, and treasure. I
believe good stewardship is uti-
lizing each of those three buck-
ets throughout our lives.”

MEET THE MORRIS FAMILY

continued from front cover

Catholic. A big draw for him was the sense of community and
the welcoming spirit at St. Leo’s. He says becoming Catholic has
been a slow 13-year process since meeting Nicole.

“I wanted to join the Church because I felt a pull to be able
to receive the fullness of the Catholic Church in the sacra-
ments,” he says. “I felt especially pulled to the Church because
of the sacraments and watching my children receive Jesus in
the Eucharist. I like that we can trace our faith through the
popes to know the true lineage of the Catholic Church.”

“The children have been so encouraging to David through
the whole process,” Nicole says. “I believe they helped to
encourage and guide him through the process, as well as the
Holy Spirit.”

David met with Fr. Don to learn and grow in faith.

“Our kids have been excited to watch the process of me
joining the Church,” David says. “They continue to challenge
my learning and knowledge of the faith.”

Nicole is so grateful to the whole parish community and Fr.
Don for helping David enter the Catholic Church. It’s been a
blessing for the entire family.

“I have prayed for many years that he would be able to
receive God’s grace through the sacraments,” Nicole says. “I
am humbled by his zeal for learning and immersing himself in
God’s Word and prayer daily. I was aware that the Holy Spirit
had been warming his heart in watching his interactions with
the children and his working with students at school through
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes program.”

For the entire Morris family, St. Leo’s Masses and faith for-
mation have made a significant impact.

“I truly believe that St. Leo’s
faith formation has shaped our rela-
tionship as a couple and a family in
the best way possible,” Nicole says.

David assists with Fellowship of
Christian Athletes at Centura High
School, where he teaches. In their
free time, the Morris family enjoys
watching each other’s school activi-
ties and camping. Nicole enjoys
cooking, baking, gardening, and

X ) > ) ) This past year was exciting
reading. David enjoys being outside  for the whole Morris family,

in God’s nature — fishing, hunting,
and camping.

as David entered into the
Catholic faith.
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ST. JOHN BOSCO:
A Steward of Youth and Hope

any saints have modeled

faithful Catholic disciple-
ship and stewardship, and St.
John Bosco is a shining exam-
ple for January, as we celebrate
his feast day on Jan. 31.

Known affectionately as
Don Bosco, he dedicated his
life to the care, education, and
spiritual formation of poor and
neglected youth in 19th-cen-
tury Italy. His legacy continues
to inspire the Church today,
particularly those who work
with young people or seek to
serve with generous hearts.

Born in 1815 near Turin,
Italy, John Bosco was raised in
poverty by his widowed mother.
Even in his youth, he demon-
strated a deep devotion to the
Eucharist, a love for the poor,
and an extraordinary ability
to engage and teach his peers. These qualities
became the foundation for his lifelong mission of
stewardship and discipleship.

Ordained a priest in 1841, Don Bosco began
ministering to the street children and work-
ing-class boys of Turin. Many were orphaned,
imprisoned, or left to fend for themselves.
Rather than ignoring their suffering, he saw
them as precious gifts from God and responded
with a heart full of compassion. He opened a
youth center that provided food, shelter, edu-
cation, and spiritual guidance — planting the

Central to Don Bosco’s mission was
the understanding that all our time,

talent, and treasure are gifts from God

to be used in loving service to others.

seeds of lifelong faith and pur-
pose in the lives of countless
young people.

Central to Don Bosco’s mis-
sion was the understanding
that all our time, talent, and
treasure are gifts from God to
be used in loving service to
others. He saw himself not just
as a priest or educator, but as
a steward of souls entrusted to
his care. His joyful, approach-
able spirit and tireless work for
the good of others reflect the
very essence of a stewardship
way of life.

In 1859, he founded the
Salesians of Don Bosco, a
religious congregation commit-
ted to the education and evan-
gelization of youth, especially
the poor. Today, the Salesians
serve in more than 130 coun-
tries, continuing his vision of loving and forming
young people in a Christ-centered environment.

St. John Bosco’s feast day offers us a time to
reflect on how we, too, are called to serve others
with the same devotion and purpose. He is the
patron saint of apprentices, schoolchildren,
boys, young people, and juvenile delinquents —
a fitting tribute to his life’s mission.

As we grow in our own journey of steward-
ship, may we look to St. John Bosco as a model
of faith in action, and respond to God’s call with
the same love, joy, and generosity.




GET TO KNOW THE LITTLE DISCIPLES PROGRAM
Helping to Form Our Youngest Catholics and

Their Families in Our Wonderful Faith

ere at St. Leo’s, faith forma-

tion begins with the littlest
members of the community. The
Little Disciples program provides
families with a meaningful and
straightforward way to grow in
faith together, combining in-
person gatherings with at-home
mission activities. Meeting on
Wednesday evenings, the pro-
gram follows a gentle three-week
rhythm — family gathering,
at-home mission, and children/
youth gathering — making it
easy for busy families to stay
engaged. With monthly themes
that introduce students to the
sacraments, prayer, and the life
of the Church, Little Disciples is
helping young families build a
strong spiritual foundation one
small, joyful step at a time.

Josh Tomjack and Nathan

Keep teach Little Disciples, with
Becky Gdowski serving as an
aide, all for kindergarten. Hear
from each of them on their role
in the program.

How long have you been a
member of St. Leo’s, and how
long have you taught in the
Little Disciples program?

“I have been a member of
St. Leo’s for 30 years. I have
been helping with Little Disciples
for the last two years.” — Becky

“I have been a member of
St. Leo’s since 2017, when my
family moved to Grand Island.

This is my first year as a teacher
in the Little Disciples program.”
— Josh

Why do you want to teach in
the Little Disciples program at
St. Leo’s?

“Planting seeds of faith early
in life is one of the most impor-
tant gifts we can give children.
Helping them discover God’s love
and the beauty of our Catholic
tradition is a rewarding experi-
ence.” — Josh

“To help our young families
develop their relationship with
Christ.” — Nathan

What do you hope to bring to
the Little Disciples program as
a teacher?

“I hope to bring excitement
and joy to young children when
learning about their Catholic
faith through Bible stories and
faith-based activities.” — Becky

“Patience in learning more
about our faith.” — Nathan

What inspires you? What do
you hope to inspire children
with?

“I enjoy seeing the kids pick
up on prayers and topics from
earlier lessons and inspiring
them to learn more.” — Nathan

“I’'m inspired knowing that
the Little Disciples have left our
class learning about God at a
young age. Also, I'm inspired
seeing them openly interacting

and discussing their faith with
their peers.” — Becky

What is one moment or lesson
that has inspired you while
teaching religious education
this year?

“There are many moments
I have enjoyed teaching Little
Disciples — seeing them learn
how to make the sign of the
cross, say prayers together, and
their eagerness to participate in
group discussions.” — Becky

“l am inspired by the natural
curiosity of our children, which
often opens up perspectives I
might never have considered.
In those moments, I realize that
while I may be guiding them,
their faith and openness can
reveal lessons that enrich my
own spiritual journey.” — Josh
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RAISING YOUNG DISCIPLES:

Instilling Stewardship Values in Our Children

As stewards of God’s gifts, it is imperative for par-
ents to guide their kids towards active participa-

tion in parish life. Embracing stewardship as a way
of life involves sharing time, talent, and treasure,
instilling values that resonate with the teachings of
the Catholic Church.

Encourage your children to actively engage in
parish activities, forming connections with fellow
parishioners. This sense of community enhances
their understanding of stewardship as a shared
responsibility within the larger family of faith.

Children learn best by observing. Demonstrate
a commitment to stewardship by volunteering
your time and talents in various parish ministries.
When they witness your dedication, they are more
likely to emulate it in their own lives. Help your
children identify their unique talents and interests.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Encourage them to
explore ministries that align with their passions,
whether it’s singing in the choir, assisting in youth
groups, or participating in outreach programs.

When it comes to treasure, even children can
fulfill this stewardship tenet. Instill the practice of
regular financial contributions to the parish. Involve
your children in this process, explaining the sig-
nificance of supporting the Church financially to
sustain its ministries and outreach programs. This
instills the importance of sharing resources with
those in need and reinforces the principles of stew-
ardship in the context of financial responsibility.

In nurturing the seeds of stewardship within
the hearts of Catholic children, parents contrib-
ute to the flourishing of a vibrant and engaged
parish community.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Daily Mass: 9 a.m., Saturday: 5 p.m., Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Confession: Saturday 4 - 4:30 p.m. Adoration: First Friday of the Month, 9:30 am. - 1 p.m.
Exposition/Abide Adoration: Fourth Sunday of the Month, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.


http://www.saintleos.org

